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This is not a proposal by the government or anyone associated with it but an instrument to advocate for meaningful reform of the Magistrates Courts.
MEMORANDUM.
1. The object of this Bill is, inter alia, to amend Section 206(1) of the Magistrates Court Act to increase the pecuniary Jurisdiction of Chief Magistrates and Grade One Magistrates and to amend section 161 of the Magistrates' Courts Act (Cap 19) to grant some Magistrates Grade Ones and Chief Magistrates Jurisdiction over certain capital offenses other than terrorism and treason.
a) The bill seeks to amend section 206(1) of the MCA to increase the jurisdiction of Chief Magistrates in civil cases to UGX 300,000,000 and the Jurisdiction of Magistrates Grade One to UGX 150,000,000.
b) The bill grants Chief Magistrates the jurisdiction to hear criminal cases where the maximum sentence is death except Terrorism and Treason and any other case certified by the DPP as for hearing by the High Court;
c) The bill grants Magistrates Grade Ones the Jurisdiction to hear cases where the maximum sentence is life imprisonment except those certified by the Chief State Attorney for hearing by the Chief Magistrate. 
d) To provide for a stabilizing provision that allows sufficiently qualified and experienced Magistrates to hear cases within the jurisdiction of the High Court under supervision of a High Court Judge. 
e) The bill grants judicial review powers to Magistrates.
f) To repeal the requirement to confirm sentences of 2 years and above by Grade One Magistrates

2. The Bill further seeks to amend the Magistrates' Courts Act as follows—
(a) To formally abolish the position of Senior, Principal and Senior Principal Magistrate Grade One and streamline Magistrate Grade One as the entry level for all Magistrates, and Registrars below the rank of Registrar. 
(b) To provide for automatic promotion to Chief Magistrate of Grade One Magistrates upon attaining ten years of post or after enrolment experience.
(c) To provide a once in a decade tax exemption for motor vehicles for Magistrates to be used for both official and personal needs.
(d) To formalize the tax exemption on all employment income for Magistrates.
(e) To provide for statutory pay for Magistrates.
3. The Bill further provides for transitional provisions in relation to pending cases affected by the enhanced jurisdiction in civil matters of the Chief Magistrate and Magistrate Grade I.
	








A Bill
ENTITLED
THE MAGISTRATES' COURTS (AMENDMENT BILL), 2026.
A bill to amend the Magistrates' Courts Act,
BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows:
1. Inserting Section 4A: Abolition of the Position of Senior, Principal and Senior Principal Grade One Magistrate and promotion to Chief Magistrate.
i The post of Senior, Principal and Senior Principal Magistrate Grade One is abolished and accordingly all position holders shall become Chief Magistrates if they have post enrollment experience of ten years or more.
ii Where a Magistrate is affected by subsection 1 but does not have post enrollment experience of ten years or more, he or she will retain the position until he or she attains the experience and shall on attaining the experience become a Chief Magistrate.
iii The JSC shall upon application by a Magistrate affected by this Section and on verifying that he or she has post enrollment experience of ten years or more promote the Magistrate to Chief Magistrate.
iv An Enrollment Certificate showing enrollment ten years or earlier shall be presumed to be evidence of post enrollment experience.
v Existing Grade One Magistrates in the Judiciary who have post enrollment experience of ten years shall benefit from this provision and those that do not shall do so upon attaining the required post enrollment experience. 

2. Inserting Section 4B: Terms of Service of Magistrates.
The principal act is amended by inserting Section 4B.
i The post of Magistrate Grade One shall be the entry level position of the Judiciary for all Judicial Officers appointed by JSC except Registrars who are appointed by the President;
ii The salary and the benefits of a Magistrate or Registrar shall be exempt from taxation;
iii A magistrate shall be entitled to a tax exempt private purchase of a car not exceeding the value of those provided by the Judiciary every ten years.
iv To account for the increased responsibilities and workloads, the salary of Magistrates Grade One and Magistrates Grade two shall be increased by 60% and the salary of Chief Magistrates by 30%.

3. Section 161 of the principal Act is amended.
Section 161 of the principal Act is amended by replacing the subsection (i) as follows:
i Subject to this Section a Magistrates Court presided over by-
a) A Chief Magistrate may try any offense except the offense of Treason, Terrorism and any offense in respect of which the DPP in writing seeks trial by the High Court;
b) A Magistrate Grade One may try an offense except those whose maximum penalty is death and any offense whose maximum penalty is a life sentence in respect of which the Chief State Attorney in writing seeks trial by the Chief Magistrate;
c) Notwithstanding subsection (1a), the DPP may elect to try cases of treason, terrorism or any other offense triable only by the High Court in the Chief Magistrates Court to reduce backlog. 

4. Amendment of Section 162 (1)(b) of the Principal Act.
Section 162(1)(b) is amended by replacing it with the words that ‘’A Magistrate Grade One may pass any sentence authorized by law’’

5. Repeal of Section 173 on confirmation of sentence and Section 174. 
Section 173 and Section 174 of the principal Act are repealed.

6. Inserting Section 161A. The Exercise of unlimited jurisdiction in criminal and civil cases Magistrates under the Supervision of a judge of the High Court.
The Principal Act is amended by inserting Section 161A.
i Where expeditious disposal of cases requires additional man power, a judge of the High Court may in writing allow a Chief Magistrate or Magistrate Grade One qualified to be a judge under his or her circuit to hear cases within the exclusive jurisdiction of the High Court provided the final judgment is signed by both the Magistrate and the judge.
ii The decision of the judge and the Magistrate referred to above shall be considered to be a decision of the High Court for purposes of appeal. 
iii A Chief Magistrate shall not hear more than 150 cases per year falling within this section.
iv A Magistrate Grade One is qualified to be a judge where he or she has post enrollment experience of ten years with five them being in the Judiciary and any other Post Graduate Qualification.
v A Magistrate Grade One shall not hear more than 140 cases per year falling within this section.

7. Inserting Section 161B: Minimum disposal rates of Magistrates;
The principal Act is amended by inserting section 161B.
i The Chief Magistrate shall not dispose of less than 400 cases per year when posted in adjudication provided that the workload of the duty station exceed 400 cases;
ii A Magistrate Grade One shall dispose of at least 300 cases per year when posted in adjudication at a duty station that registers more than 300 disputes per year;  
iii [bookmark: _GoBack]A Magistrate who without good cause fails in two consecutive years to dispose of the minimum number of cases prescribed by this Section shall be punished by the JSC. For a first offender, the punishment shall be demotion in rank for one year and for a repeat offender the punishment shall be demotion in rank for three years. A repeat offender who fail to improve within two years of being reinstated to their rank shall be dismissed from service.
8. Section 206 the principal Act is amended.
Section 161 of the principal Act is amended by replacing the subsection (i) as follows:
i Subject to this Section and other later statutes, the jurisdiction of the Magistrates presiding over the Magistrates Courts for the trial and determination of causes and matters of a civil nature shall be as follows -
a) A Chief Magistrate shall have jurisdiction where the value of the subject matter in dispute does not exceed three hundred million shillings and shall have unlimited jurisdiction in disputes relating to conversion, damage to property or trespass.
b) A Magistrate Grade One shall have jurisdiction where the value of the subject matter does not exceed One hundred and fifty million shillings and;
c) A Magistrate Grade two shall have jurisdiction where the value of the subject matter does not exceed twenty million shillings. 
d) Subject to the limits imposed by this section, Magistrates shall have the power of judicial review in respect of local governments, educational institutions, tribunals, agencies with legal personality, independent agencies except that ministries, police and the military shall fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of the High Court.
e) The Attorney General May apply to the Magistrates Court to have any case to which subsection 1(d) applies to be heard by the High Court.   
f) Ministries is limited to decisions of the Ministry and does not extend to decisions of bodies under the Ministries such as hospitals, institutes and similar bodies that do not hold executive power.      

9. [image: ]Transitional provisions
i Where, by reason of the amendment of the principal Act, any cases in respect of any causes or matters pending before the High Court at the commencement of this Act, would have been triable by a court presided over by a Chief Magistrate if commenced after the coming into force of this Act, any such case shall be transferred to the appropriate court presided over by a Chief Magistrate and be heard by that court if the hearing of the case before the High Court has not commenced or if the High Court is satisfied that it is fair for such transfer to be made.
ii [image: ]Where, by reason of the amendment of the principal Act, any cases in respect of any causes or matters pending before the High Court or a court presided over by a Chief Magistrate at the commencement of this Act would have been triable by a court presided over by a Magistrate Grade I if commenced after the coming into force of this Act, anv such case shall be transferred to the appropriate court presided over by a Magistrate Grade I to be heard by that court if the High Court or the Chief Magistrate has not commenced hearing the case, or if the High Court or the Chief Magistrate as the case may be, is satisfied that it is fair for such a transfer to be made.
Cross References
Anti-Terrorism Act, 2002 
Constitution of Uganda, 1995
Penal Code Act, Cap. 120.

1
6
7
image1.jpg




image2.jpg




